
  

During the last week of April I, Irene, was able to visit colleagues who live in the BARMM region of 
Mindanao. It was an education for me. OMF and other agencies have worked together in this area for many 
years. The initial consortium of agencies channeled their energies into the Al Hayat Foundation, a faith 
based Christian development organization that partners with others in peace building, education, livelihood 

and health programs for poor Maguindanaon communities.   

 

Most of my time on this trip was spent in local churches attending a 
Scripture in Use training which is aimed at equipping people to share 
Bible stories with people from oral cultures. One man who has been 
an elder in a local church for 45 years testified at the end that, while 
he knew many of these Bible stories, he had never thought about how 
to apply them in his everyday conversations with his neighbours.  

Our OMF colleagues in the province of Maguindanao have begun to 
translate 80 Bible stories into Iranun, the local language they use in 
their ministry. Their work is predominantly among the urban poor 
where many are unable to read. They have just recently dubbed the 
Jesus Film into Iranun and shown it in two local communities. Pray for 
this seed sowing; Irene. 
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              Bangsamoro Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao 

( (BARMM)  

The Grand mosque of Cotabato was a gift to Mindanao Muslims from 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei at a cost of $48million with a capacity to 
hold 15000 people. It is the second largest mosque in South East Asia.  

Bangsamoro 

Bangsamoro Autonomous 

Region of Muslim Mindanao. 

Bangsamoro means ‘nation of 

Moro’ or nation of Muslims.  

Approximately 5.6% of the 

population of the Philippines are 

Muslims and 93% of them live in 

Mindanao.  

In 2019 BARMM was launched. 

It is an agreement designed to 

provide a level of autonomy for 

the region on the accompanying 

map coloured red. Those of you 

reading this from Northern 

Ireland will know that signing an 

agreement is only the beginning. 

If you want to read more: 
file:///D:/Downloads/20200610-sr_468-

the_challenges_facing_the_philippines_ban

gsamoro_autonomous_region_at_one_year-

sr.pdf  

The impact of years of conflict 

has adversely affected the 

women and children more than 

anyone. BARMM has the 

highest levels of poverty of all 

regions in the Philippines. If you 

would like to read more: 
https://www.unicef.org/philippines/media/

951/file/Situation%20Analysis:%20Children

%20in%20Bangsamoro%20Autonomous%2

0Region%20in%20Muslim%20Mindanao.pdf  
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https://www.unicef.org/philippines/media/951/file/Situation%20Analysis:%20Children%20in%20Bangsamoro%20Autonomous%20Region%20in%20Muslim%20Mindanao.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/philippines/media/951/file/Situation%20Analysis:%20Children%20in%20Bangsamoro%20Autonomous%20Region%20in%20Muslim%20Mindanao.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/philippines/media/951/file/Situation%20Analysis:%20Children%20in%20Bangsamoro%20Autonomous%20Region%20in%20Muslim%20Mindanao.pdf


 

KTS Graduation 2021 

Our original plan was to have a graduation service at KTS on 

Friday May 28 with a mixture of face to face and virtual 

participation. However, because of city government restrictions, 

we decided to postpone the event until later in the summer. 

What did go ahead was a morning of picture taking for our three 

graduands. 

 

Recently we decided on some amendments to two of our masters degree 

programs at KTS. We sent off our proposed amendments to the local Davao 

office of the Commission on Higher Education (CHED), only to receive a 

reply that we need to supply a lot more supporting documents, and other 

details, before our proposed amendments can be sent to Manila for a final 

decision. As you might imagine, this is a little disappointing, chiefly because 

it requires lots more work for all of us who already have a lot to do. Pray for 

us as we focus on this in the coming weeks—to work smartly and efficiently 

to get this completed and that our efforts might be received favourably by 

those who assess our proposals.  

Pray for our summer classes. Pray for Dr jack Duckworth who begins on June 5, teaching Evangelism and 

Discipleship from his home in Canada; for Dr. Irish Lopez, who begins on July 3 teaching the counselling 

course, Origins of the Human Problem, from her home in Davao City; and for me (Wilson), who begins on 

June 15, teaching the course Church Planting, also from Davao City. How might you pray for classes? Most 

of our students are already serving the Lord in some capacity where they live. Studying at KTS is an 

opportunity to deepen understanding and be made ready to serve with renewed insight and wisdom. Pray 

that all of us who teach will be used of the Spirit to help re-equip and re-envision our students.  

I, Wilson, am grateful that I was able to make a trip back home to Northern Ireland in April/May. Making the 

trip was not straightforward, what with all the regulations and demands imposed by governments and 

airlines around limiting the spread of covid19. Nevertheless, it was so good to spend time with my parents 

and siblings.  

Thank-you once again to all of your for your dedicated prayers and support. 

       Wilson & Irene 

 

W.&I. McMahon     PO Box 80842,   8000 

Davao City,  Philippines  

wilson.mcmahon@omfmail.com      +63 961 309 8083 

Irene.mcmahon@omfmail.com       +63 9425267455  

From L to R: Alfredo, Joanee, Jimmy 
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